PACULUUIVAL OLIVIEINEVENE, 


‘ LIBRARY 


THE 


a 
Published bi-monthly, oy the Evangelical Lutheran Church in British Guiana, 
ew ‘Amsterdam, Berbice, British Guiana. 

Co-editors —‘Pastor A. J. HENNE & CYRIL S. CHU 


Vol. XLHT [Xx ¥1 JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1960 


, DR. FRANKLIN CLARK FRY VISITS BRITISH GUIANA 


Without question one of the most news- 
worthy events in the history of the Lutheran 
Church in British Guiana was the February 
1960 visit of one of the world’s most prominent 
church leaders, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry. 
Representing not only some fifty million 
Lutherans in tle continents of America, 
Europe, Africa, and Asia in his office as 
President of the J] utheran World Federation, 
Dr. Fry personifies the growing cooperation 
taking place among Christians throughout the 
world in his position asa leader of the World 
Council of Churches. In both roles Dr. Fry 
has become a widely travelled ambassador for 
the Christian Church. As part of Dr. Fry’s 
recent visit to South America to attend a 
meeting of the W.C.C.’s Central Committee in 
Argentina, a four-day tour of Lutheran work 
in British Guiana was arranged during which 
the Lutheran leader was able to meet import- 
ant government officials and address large 
crowds in various districts of the colony. 


After a busy first day in Geogetown on 
the day of his arrival which included a press 
conference, public reception and evening 
serviceat Calvary Church, Dr. Fryaccompanied 
by President Bowen was flown by plane 
eastward along the coast to the Corentyne 
River, landing at Skeldon for meetings at the 
estate and at Skeldon High School. Nearly 
500 persons endured the open afternoon sun 
to hear Dr. Fry’s address at the Lutheran 
High School. That evening a crowd estimated 
at close to 2,000 including persons from all 
areas of East and West Berbice gathered in 

Lutheran Courts, New Amsterdam, to hear Dr. Fry speak in admirably clear 
and direct manner on the evangelism responsibility of the Christian Church in 


the modern world. 


Dr. FRANKLIN CLARK FRY 
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During his stay Dr. Fry met with the ministers of government, His 
Excellency the Governor and prominent men of local industry to discuss current 
issues in both church and community. Of particular significance was the 
coincidence of Dr. Fry’s visit with the recent emergence of critical issues prevail- 
ing between church and government over the matter of the church’s part in 
education and the control of schools. Stating in a meeting with the Minister 
of Education that government may and should rightly assume increasingly 
more responsibility in the education of all citizens, Dr. Fry made it clear that 
government is further responsible to insure and protect the freedom of private 
bodies to educate without restriction to any religious philosophy imposed from 
without. 


In his talks with government leaders and in interviews broadcasted over the 
radio Dr. Fry drew admiration from both government and church persons for 
his forthright observations, and one high-ranking government official was heard 
to comment on Dr. Fry’s magnetic personality and conversation, saying that his 
visit would doubtless be one of the most memorable visits of a church leader 
which British Guiana has witnessed. 


For the brief period of Dr. Fry’s visit, an almost incessant schedule of 
appointments was planned, to which a man of lesser physical stamina and 
mental resources might not have been equal. Permitted few hours of rest and 
informal conversation, Dr. Fry nevertheless fulfilled his many engagements in 
his familiar agile and alert manner, impressing individuals and mass audiences 
at every occasion with his knowledge of world affairs his devotion to his office, 
his bold personal faith and ready sense of humour. 


The most publicised and attractive public appearance of Dr. Fry was the 
occasion of his final address to a capacity audience in Calvary Church, George- 
town. Presided over by the Speaker of the Legislature, and including a full 
platform of church and community dignitaries, the meeting attracted important 
civic and government leaders, and an audience so large that even with maximum 
seating accomodations provided some persons had to remain outside. Giving 
an unflinching personal testimony to his gratitude for his Mother Church ‘“ who 
gave me my faith’’ Dr. Fry proclaimed the Church of Jesus Christ as the only 
security in this variable and fleeting world deserving the trust of men. 


On the last morning of his visit, hours before his departure, Dr. Fry 
reserved time to speak with the workers of the church, answering many 
questions pertaining to the church’s work both in British Guiana and in other 
areas of the world. As many discovered, Dr. Fry was particularly engaging in 
question and answer discussions, able to present in almost momentary manner 
a broad yet factual picture of church affairs in many areas of the world which 
invariably attracted the attention of even the casual listener. Workers and 
pastors alike were obviously delighted when they had opportunity to share 
conversation with Dr. Fry during these less formal gatherings. 


The visit of Dr. Fry to British Guiana may be summed up as one of the 
most influential events in the life of the Lutheran Church in this colony. 
Perhaps for the first time in its long history, the Lutheran Church in the 
person of its widely recognised leader and his position as a world churchman, 
conveyed to important government and industrial leaders, as well as countless 
ordinary people throughout the colony, something of the global size and 
contribution of the Lutheran Church. Dr. Fry’s visit doubtless has stirred 


in the minds of many persons a respect and re-newed appreciation of the 
Lutheran Church in British Guiana. 
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But another aspect of his visit may be even more important. 


Members 


and workers of the church have been able to meet and converse with a man 
who is virtually the outstanding inter-continental church statesman of our time. 
Dr. Fry’s visit to the church in British Guiana and his acknowledgement of 
the achievements of Lutherans in this colony should challenge the church to 
even stronger and more sacrificial service worthy of the highly respected 
world-wide fellowship of which it is a part. 


NEW CALVARY CHURCH SCENE OF 
SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Delegates to the Seventeenth Annual Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in B,G. 


Departing from tradition started in 
1943, the Annual Convention of the 
Lutheran Church in British Guiana was 
convened on 11th February, for the 
first time away from historic Ebenezer 
Church, New Amsterdam, in _ the 
modern setting of Demerara’s latest 
landmark to Lutheranism, Calvary 
Church, Georgetown. Over 40 delegates, 
representatives and visitors from eleven 


parishes gathered to hear and discuss 
reports of the church’s work in 1959, 
and to elect members to the Church’s 
Executive Committee. 


Delegates assembled on the eve of 
Convention for the service of Holy 
Communion at which the Rev. Aubrey 
Bowen, President of the Church, preach- 
ed and assisted by the Rev. Paul Hansen. 
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Seventeenth Annual Convention — Continued 


At its opening session Convention 
was welcomed to the capital city by 
Mr. Lionel A. Luckhoo, Mayor of 
Georgetown. Mayor Luckhoo praised 
the Lutheran Church for its outstanding 
contribution to the educational and 
spiritual welfare of the colony. Noting 
that he himself owed his early instruc- 
tion in the Christian religion to the 
training he had received in his boyhood 
at Ebenezer Church, Mr. Luckhoo 
pointed to the various projects which 
the Lutheran Church had pioneered 
over the years as evidence of its concern 
to give practical as well as spoken 
testimony to the Gospel. 


Welcome was also extended on 
behalf of the congregation by Mr. 
Richard Ishmael, founder and principal 
ofthe Indian Educational Trust College 
and a member of Calvary Church. 


Reports on the work for 1959 were 
heard from the officers of the church, 
the Stewardship Secretary and the 
various organisations. The President’s 
report included a comparative summary 
of the year’s statistics in which it was 
shown that in confirmed membership 
the church has grown almost five times 
its size in 1943. 


The report of the Stewardship Sec- 
retary showed that the church had fallen 
short of its projected 1959 apportion- 
ment goal of $25,000, but that the 
giving of congregations had increased 
by $3,282 over the previous year. 


The most discussed report of Con- 
vention was the Treasurer’s, which 
revealed a proposed budget for 1961 of 
over $257,000. The details of the 
proposed budget were explained by the 
Treasurer in answer to questions posed 
by delegates. Particular interest was 
shown in the record $35,000 apportion- 
ment goal for 1961, a figure almost 
double the quota just three years ago. 
Increases in both personnel and proper- 
ties, explained the Treasurer, forecasted 
a continued rise in the operating budget, 
and the prediction was that the appor- 
tionment quota would require an annual 


raise to keep pace with the advancing 
budget requirements. The report 
indicated that in addition to the regular 
operating costs more than $196 000 was 
spent for building programs and land 
purchases in 1959. 


In elections, Mr. Cyril Chu and 
Catechist Arnold Kowlessar were 
elected for a one-year term to the 
Executive Committee after prolonged 
balloting. 


The business sessions of Convent- 
ion required only a morning and an 
afternoon to complete. The un- 
precedented despatch of business was 
due to an absence of prolonged discuss- 
ion or controversy. Under the present 
system of administration all reports or 
actions of Convention require the 
previous approval of the Administrative 
Committee. 


Prior to the close of Convention 
President Bowen conducted the Service 
of Installation of the newly-elected 
Executive Committee members. 


The roll of delegates to the 17th 
Annual Convention as announced by 
the Secretary was as follows: 


Skeldon Parish: Pastor B. C. Lang, 
Catechist G. Persaud, Mr. A. Tiam- 
Fook. Lower Corentyne Parish: 
Pastor E. B. Meyer, Catechist “D. 
Lalsingh, Mr. Robert  Phagoo. 
Canje and Lower Berbice River Parish: 
Pastor D. R. Gebert, Catechist K. 
Persaud, Mr. A. Gobin. Upper 
Berbice River Parish: Pastor A. J. 
Henne, Catechist C. Fredericks, Mr. 
W. Reece. New Amsterdam Parish :; 
Pastor W. E. Cox, Catechist .M. 


Jahoor, Mrs. O. Dillon. West Coast 
Berbice Parish: Pastor W. E. Cox 
(acting), Catechist D. Ramdeholl, 


Mr. R. Paul. Upper East Coast Parish: 
Pastor A. R. Bowen (acting), Catechist 
A. Bourhan, Mr. Mariapen. Buxton 
Parish : Pastor A. R. Bowen, 
Catechist A. Kowlessar, Mr. H. Baron. 
Be!) Air Parish: Pastors A. R. Bowen 
and H. C. Magalee (acting), Catech- 
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ist A. Persaud, Mr. C. Persaud. 
Calvary Parish: Pastor P. G. Hansen, 
Mr. J. Gunraj.  Ruimve'dt Parish : 


Pastor H. C. Magalee, Catechist S. 


Seeram, Mrs. M. Guthrie. Vreed- 
en Hoop: Catechist D. Oudit. 
Buxton 


Convention — Continued 


In addition there were advisory 
delegates seated at Convention. They 
were: Miss M. Fague, Miss M. 
Petersen, Miss E. Wagner, Mr. C. 
Chu, Mr. A. Ganesh, Catechist W. 
Blair and Mr. H. Bowen. 


Parish 


SALEM — BACHELOR’S ADVENTURE 


Pastor A. R. BOWEN 


Infant 
Sandra 


Baptism: Received by 
| Baptism were: Vernon Paul, 
_ Badal and Joseph Sundar Singh. 


Adult Baptism: Dasmattie Sooklall. 


Apportionment : Because of the 
faithfulness of our members, the 
apportionment has been met in full. 
To them we offer our congratulations 
and may God continue to bless and 
strengthen them. 


On Christmas Sunday Night the 
Sunday School and members staged a 
Christmas Programme which was well 
received by the gathering. 


Catechist R. L. SINGH 


Weddings : A quiet marriage was 
solemnized at Salem in the Catechist’s 
house when Miss Dasmattie Sooklall 
of Bachelor’s Adventure was wedded to 
Mr. Isaac Sebastian of Paradise, East 
Coast, Demerara. 


On Boxing Day at 3.00 p.m. Miss 
Juliet Veronica Singh, eldest daughter 
of Catechist R. L. Singh was married to 
Mr. Edward R. Haniff, eldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Haniff of Annandale, 
East Coast, Demerara, at Holy Trinity 
Church, Buxton. 


We wish both married couples a 
happy and blessed married life fully 
surrendered to their Lord and Saviour. 


BEE HIVE PREACHING POINT 
Catechist H. PERSAUD 


Infant Baptism : On January 3, 
1960. the following were received by 
Infant Baptism: Indrawattie, Ram- 
barran, Ivy, Iris Gharshamdai, Freddie 
Gobin, Mickey Sampattie, Joyce Radica, 
Dolly Manacoomarie, Agnes Ahalia. 

Adult Baptism: Florence Naraine- 
dai. 


Confirmation : Sherlock Barring- 
ton. 

Bereavement : At this time our 
heartfelt sympathy goes to Mrs. Jane 
Griffith, who is left to mourn the loss 
of her loving husband. May the Lord 
comfort her and the other members of 


the family. 


HOLY TRINITY — BUXTON 


Pastor A. R. BOWEN 


Our church here is steadily growing 
and we are thankful to Almighty God 
for His continuous guidance. We are 
happy to report that we have been able 
to meet our apportionment and other 
obligations in full. 


Catechist J. R. SINGH 


We are thankful to God for having 
stirred the hearts of our people in realiz- 
ing their responsibilities and that there 
is nothing too much to be done for 
the blessings received in the lives of our 
members and the community in general. 
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Holy Trinity—Buxton — Continued 


Gifts : Through this medium we 
want to take this opportunity to express 
our thanks for the tangible gifts received 
from Salem and Messiah congregations. 
May God continue to bless them in their 
witness for the glory of His Name. 


Congratulations: Our congratula- 
tions go to the following persons who 
have been married: Mr. Eward Rafeek 
Haniff to Miss Juliet Singh, Mr. Yusuf 
Haniff to Miss Nellie Jagroop, Mr. 
Baboolall Gangadeen to Miss Lili Singh, 
Mr. Wilfred Ferdinand Viera to Miss 
Lilian Singh and Mr. Parsram to Miss 
Nan Persaud. 


We wish that their marriage lives 
will be filled with silvery and golden 
days. May God bless them all. 


Bereavement : We want to express 
our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Edith 


Upper East 


ST. MATTHEW 
Pastor A. R. BOWEN 
Gift : A pair of vases which helps 


to beautify our Church was donated by 
Mrs. Percival to whom we are indeed 


thankful. Wedo hope that many more 
gifts will be given. 
Pews: The members of the 


Luther League displayed remarkable 
speed in sand-papering and varnishing 
all the pewsin two days. To them we 
also say a big “Thank You.” 


Weddings : Our heartiest 
SADHU SUNDAR 
Pastor A. R. BOWEN 


Marriage : On Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 6, at 7.00 am. Miss Lynette 
Shrivana Kowlessar, eldest daughter of 
Catechist and Mrs. A. A. Kowlessar, 
said “I will’ to Mr. Anthony Nazeer 
Bacchus, only son of Mrs. A. Bacchus 
of Beterverwagting, East Coast, 
Demerara, at Calvary Lutheran Church, 
North and Alexander Streets, George- 


Miller for the loss of her loving and 
faithful husband Norman Miller. 


We pray that she will put her trust 
and faith in Jesus Christ our Lord, in 
this her bereavement. 


Luther League: The following 
were elected to serve as officers of the 
Luther League for 1960 : 


Mr. Ivan Khan — President 
Mr. Patrick Baron — V. President 
Miss Indira Bowen — Secretary 


Miss Shirley Singh — Asst. Secretary 
Mr. Ovid John 
Mr. Rudy Bowen 
Mr. John Sugrim 
Singh 


The Leaguers have pledged to give 
their full co-operation to these officers 
and they in turn are looking forward to 
them to fulfil their obligations. 


Coast Parish 


— FA .RFIELD 
Catechist A. BOURHAN 


congratulations are extended to Miss ]. 
Khandasammy and to Miss V. Alves 
(both members of our Church) who 
were married during the Christmas 
Season. We pray God’s blessings 
on these young Christian ladies that 
they may enjoy a lifetime of peace, 
prosperity and love. 


Executive 
Members 


_ Confirmation: Received by the 
rite of confirmation were: S. Hussain 
and Edward Veerasammy. 


SINGH — TRIUMPH 


Catechist A. A. KOWLESSAR 


town. Pastor A.R. Bowen performed 
the ceremony while Pastor P. G. Hansen 
played the organ. 


We extend to them God’s richest 
blessings as they embark on this fellow- 
ship of love and devotion and we entrust 
them to Jesus Christ, the Pilot of 
our souls. 
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| FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


West Coast, Berbice 


Congregation : We the members 
_ are very thankful that by God’s help we 
_ have been able to meet our budget for 
| the year 1959. 


Luther League: After being lapsed 
_ for a period of two months we are 
_ very thankful that by God’s helping 
' hand we have been able to reorganise 
_ our Luther League. 

On Friday, 5th February, it was 
} a happy evening when everyone had 
his opportunity to select capable 
‘persons service of the League for the 
coming year 1960, and at the conclusion 
/ 


ie q) 
the following persons were elected: 
Mas. Shaddick M.D. 

Amin — President 


Miss Doreen Gopaul — _ V. President 
Mas. Rahamat 


Hussain — Secretary 
Miss Dolly Dookwah — _ Asst. Secty. 
Miss Patsy S. Hamid Committee 
Miss Jean M. Gopaul Members 


We regret the absence of one of 
our members Mas. Ronald Hamid, who 
had to leave the district to further his 
studies. 


May God help and bless him that 
his course may be chivalrous. 


ST. LUKE 


Catechist J. M. RAMLOCHAN 


f On Sunday, 27th December, 1959 

' the pupils of st. Luke’s Sunday School 

presented a fine Christmas programme 
to a large gathering. 


Member and friends were impress- 
ed with the Christmas Story and 
congratulated the children for the way 
they acted. 


Chaiman for the evening was Mr. 
David Khublall who conducted the 
programme in a fitting way. Parish 
worker Eileen Sooklall must be credited 
for training the S.S. Pupils. 


Old Year’s Night: At the Old 
Year’s Night Service Catechist Ram- 
lochan preached a challenging Sermon 
to a fairly large gathering. This con- 
gregation has shown great signs of 
improvement in Stewardship. Its goal 
for 1959 was $360.00. The members 
are happy to say that by the help of 
God they exceeded their goal by $5.00. 


Church Council : Those who were 
elected to the Church Council for 1960 
are:— Mr. Pertaub Bhiro, Mr. Lloyd 
Nathoo, Mrs. Vida Drepaul, Mrs. 
Mary Persaud and Miss Louisa Richard- 
son. 


May Almighty God shower his 
blessings upon these ardent workers and 
may their labours be faithful. 


Sunday Schools : Our two Sunday 
Schools are doing very well and both 
have paid their S.S. Literature bills for 
1959. Weare thankful to all our S.S. 
Teachers who have rendered their 
Services during 1959. 


St. Luke Sunday School Teachers : 
Miss Laurel Persaud, Mr. Pertaub 
Bhiro, Cyril Drepaul, Miss Rinette 
Nathoo, Miss Eileen Sooklall — Super- 
intendent. 

Maida Sunday School Teachers : 
Eileen Sooklall, Pertaub Bhiro and 
Cyril Drepaul. 


Luther League: The Luther 
League is progressing under the leader- 
ship of Paul Latchman, the President. 


Office Bearers for 1960 


Paul Latchman — President 
Laurel Persaud — V. President 
Cyril Drepaul os Secretary 
Jaikaran Bridgelall — Asst. Secty. 
Pertaub Bhiro — Treasurer 


8 SOUTHERN CROSS 
St. Luke — Continued 


Catechist J. M. 
Ramlochan and 
Miss Eileen Sooklall 


Prayer Committee This committee 
was formed chiefly to visit the sick and 
to call on prospective members. 


Advisors 
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Those who were elected are: 
Mrs. Mary Persaud, Mrs. Vida Drepaul, 
Miss Louisa Richardson, Lloyd Nathoo 
and Jaikaran Bridgelall. 


We wish this committee God’s 
blessing and guidance. 


Lower Corentyne 
ST. STEPHEN 


Catechist J. M. 


Fellowship Service: On Old Year’s 
Night at 7.00 p.m. a fellowship service 
was held at St. Stephen Church. This 
was the first Service of its kind to be 
held there. Pastor Meyer who was 
a guest at the Service brought us an 
inspiring Message. 

Fellowship Dinner: At the termi- 
nation of the fellowship Service, 
members and visitors were asked to 
assemble at the home of Catechist Ram- 
lochan for a fellowship dinner. Over 
60 people were present at this fellow- 
ship dinner. Duck currie,  dholl, 
chowmein, parched nuts, phulourie, 
rice and sweet drinks were served. 

Every one had an enjoyable time. 


Congregational Meeting: This Con- 
gregation held its congregational 
meeting on January 26, 1960 at 7 p.m. 
A budget of $450 00 was adopted. 

Church Council: The following 
were clected to the Church Council for 
1960: P.C. Ramsarran, David Khub- 
lall, Harold Ramsammy, Bridgebassie 
Somwaru and Mrs. Sukhia Ramcharran. 


Our Congregation has shown a 
decided increase in Stewardship. After 
paying $365.00 towards our apportion- 
ment and other benevolences there was 
acredit balance in the treasury of 
$171.00. This has been placed in the 
furniture fund. We hope that the 
Congregation may also increase in 
Evangelism. 


Prayer Committee: A prayer 


RAMLOCHAN 


Committee was formed to visit the sick 
in the Community in order to get 
prospective members to join our Church 


Those who were elected are:—- 


Mrs. Sukhia Ramcharran, Mrs. Dolly | 


Ramlochan, Mr. P.C. Ramsarran, 
David Khublall and  Bridgebassie 
Somwaru. 


Sunday School: Our two Sunday 
Schools are making rapid progress in 
attendance. Wehave two new teachers 
for St. Stephen Sunday School Misses 
Jean Ramsarran and Hilda Persaud. We 
wish them success. 


St. Stephen Sunday School 
Teachers: Bridgebassie Somwaru. Jean 
Ramsarran, Hilda Persaud, David 
Khublall (Superintendent.) 


Kiidonan Miss Savitri Khubiall, 
Vincent Ramphal, Miss Eileen Sukhlall 
(Superintendent) 


Luther League: The members 
continue to show their loyalty and 


appreciation for the league by their | 


regular attendance. 


regule Systematic giving 
is In its programme. 


At its last business meeting a three | 


months programme was planned, and 
at the same time new oftice bearers 
were elected. The following are the 
Officers for 1960 : 


David Khublall — President 
Savitri Khublall —  V. President 
Vincent Ralph — Secretary 
Joyce Ramcharran — Treasurer 
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